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Conference Reports

VRAIS 1993

The first IEEE Virtual Reality
Annual International Symposium was
held in Seattle Washington from Septem-
ber 18 through 22. This conference was
sponsored by the Virtual Reality Techni-
cal Committee of the IEEE Neural Net-
works Council, in cooperation with the
SPIE, the International Society for Opti-
cal Engineering, the IEEE Industrial
Electronics Society, Lasers and Electro
Optics Society, Robotics and Automa-
tion Society, Information Theory Soci-
ety, Oceanic Engineering Society, Signal
Processing Society, and the IEEE Seattle
Section.

The conference was a big success,
with a total of 477 registered attendees
representing over 18 countries—nearly
twice the expected attendance. Thanks
are due to the efforts of Publicity Chair
Rich Donnelly of the SPIE, Press Rela-
tions Chair Alden Jones of the Univer-
sity of Washington, and the rest of the
Organizing Committee.

The two days of tutorials that pre-
ceded the technical conference were
organized by Blake Hannaford of the
University of Washington. Almost every
class was packed to capacity and sold out
to standing room only crowds. The gen-
eral comment from tutorial-goers was
“give me more”! This is a rapidly chang-
ing field that has yet to completely define
itself. The tutorial sessions offered topics
that ranged from introductory to
advanced, covering subjects such as
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